CPO

MINISTRIES

PO BOX 63 SOUTH HOLLAND, IL 60473

708.331.3301

WWW.CPOMINISTRIES.ORG

INCREASING CAPACITY. EXPANDING OUR REACH.
COREY BUCHANAN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

I went to the jail as I usually do, rushing in to start my Bible
class on the Life Learning Dorm. The Life Learning dorm is
a section of the jail where we have 24/7 Christian
programming. The men come from various backgrounds
and are incarcerated for different reasons. Needless to say,
it can be difficult living together and at the same time
learning to live Godly in an ungodly environment.
So when I came onto the living unit that afternoon, a few
men approached me, as they usually do, to tell me what's
new in their lives and to ask me a few questions. I
Immediately observed a group of seven men standing in a
circle having a conversation. In jail this is normally not
good, it often means trouble. As I listened to the men that
were speaking with me, I kept my eye on the group that
was huddled until I heard noise coming from the huddle;
the men were clapping. I turned around only to see two of
the most stubborn men on the living unit hugging. There
had been conflict between the two men, but they resolved
their issues and asked each other for forgiveness. I must
say I felt very proud at that moment.
I could see growth in these men.
Their story is indicative of what the Lord had been doing
with CPO - the Lord has been growing us! Our ministry has
expanded east to Westville Prison in Indiana. Chaplain Dan
Swets started and continues to lead the Life Learning
Program there and by God's grace, it is doing well. We have
expanded west to River Valley Detention Center in Joliet,
where Bible classes and life skills classes are held for
juvenile detainees. Our vocational trade school in Roseland
is boasting an 87% job placement rate. Yes, the Lord is
growing our ministry. In our efforts to sustain our growth
we have started our "Increasing Capacity and
Expanding our Reach" vision campaign.
Capacity building is all about strengthening
our existing structure so that we may become more effective
and efficient, both now and in the future. We also want to
expand our reach; taking our programs to various institutions and partnering
with more churches and individuals. Phase one of the campaign will focus on
increasing our efforts in Cook County Jail. The Lord has opened the door for us
to reach more inmates with the Gospel at Cook County. This will require us to
increase Chaplain Joseph Carlson's hours at the jail (you can learn more about
Joe and his work on page 3).
Our vocational training is helping students find employment but we have
found that there are many barriers our students face such as homelessness,
hunger, anger, and much more. We are looking to increase our case
management services, which will allow us to coach and counsel our students
while increasing our employer relations efforts.
Lastly, we have been receiving an influx of ex-offenders (returning citizens)
that are looking to connect with us and stay grounded in the word of God. We
want to continue to disciple those who have been released by helping them
grow in their faith while assisting them in getting re-acclimated into society.
We need your help. Phase one of the campaign will need to raise an
additional $36,000 annually to facilitate the growth that is ahead of us. Will
you join us in praying for this vision? If you would like to hear more or have us
come speak at your church or group, we are always happy to share what the
Lord is doing.

WESTVILLE CORRECTIONAL
FACILITY
Dan Swets

Greetings from Westville!
Yes, I am still on staff with CPO and blessed to be doing more hands-on
ministry than ever.
My primary ministry is overseeing and serving the Life Learning Community
at the Westville Correctional Center in Indiana. I also continue to disciple
several formerly incarcerated men that I have come to know over the years
and do some downstate prison visits as well.
The Life Learning Community was established in Westville Prison in October
2016 and has been abundantly blessed by God every day since. One of the
inmates, Anthony, who has been in the LLC since December 2017 wrote:
“Dan when I came to the Life Learning Dorm this past winter is when I
learned how to serve God. I know what I was doing wrong when I was living
in the world beyond the wire. Thank you for teaching me. It is really helping
me understand what I need to do to serve God.” Anthony is still with us here
and continues to learn and grow – by the power of God’s Word and Spirit. All
glory to God!
Thank you so much for your prayers and support over the past 25 years. God
has been faithful to CPO and to me personally and has demonstrated that
through your partnership with us in the work to which He has called us.

RIVER VALLEY DETENTION CENTER
Things have been going really well on Thursday nights in River Valley. The youth look forward to
seeing us, and we look forward to spending time with them. Our typical format on a Thursday night
mirrors a "youth group style" format. We play an ice breaker game (usually dodge ball), share a snack,
give a biblical message, and spend time together in small groups. We recently implemented a oneon-one prayer mentor during small group time. This gives the youth an opportunity to pray with a
volunteer, ask questions about where they are at in their faith, or just talk about what is on their
minds. Through this, we have seen many of the youth ask Christ into their hearts.
One of the youth came to one - on - one prayer and broke down in tears. He explained his upbringing
and his involvement in the gang. He said it is hard to get out of the gang life when your father,
mother, brothers, and uncles are all in the gang. At only 15 years old he faces serious charges, but
after giving his life to Christ he says he has found a new peace. He understands that he has a purpose
in life. He says he no longer fears the outcome of his trial; he knows God will go with him no matter
what happens.
We have been able to witness the transformation in this boy. He reads his Bible daily, participates in
the group, witnesses to the other boys in his pod, and always come for one - on - one prayer. It is a
privilege and an honor to share the hope in Jesus Christ with the youth at River Valley Detention
Center.
-

- River Valley Team
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COOK COUNTY
DEPARTMENT
OF CORRECTIONS
Joseph Carlson, Chaplain

I am happy to report on the work the Lord has allowed me to be a part of at Cook County Jail as a chaplain
with Chicagoland Prison Outreach. This past year has seen a lot of changes at the jail, but in all the
changes, God has been moving. A large division I was involved in was shut down and all the men were
moved to other areas. As inmates have been transferred into other divisions, it has been challenging to
keep up with detainees. My duties with CPO Ministries at the jail involve Bible studies, personal pastoral
counseling, literature distribution and prayer in the following areas: The hospital building called Cermak,
the additional medical area called Residential Treatment Unit, and living units in many other divisions.
Occasionally I do teaching in CPO’s “Life Learning Program” in the maximum-security Division 10.
During an average week, I teach between 8 – 12 Bible studies and have face-to-face conversations with
nearly 70 inmates. When requested by the Jail staff I make bereavement visits with men in the Divisions I
have regular access. I consider it a great privilege to sit with a grieving detainee who is not able to attend
the funeral of a loved one.
Prayer is a key element in my ministry to detainees. I keep a “prayer list” of requests and court dates. I go
through my list on a daily basis praying for specific needs and for God to move on men’s hearts on their
court date. When men ask for a book or Bible I also add them to my prayer list. When I start writing down
a name there usually ends up being a line of men asking for prayer before I can leave the unit. I hear
heartbreaking and impossible situations when I’m taking prayer requests. I tell them I will pray and I ask
the inmate to watch for how God will work. A few weeks back, I could see a man was watching me as the
other inmates were waiting their turn to get on the list. I asked him if he wanted me to add his name. He
was very skeptical about what I would do with the information. I told him it was so I could pray for him.
He agreed, and I prayed for him on his court date. This week that man came to the Bible Study, asked for a
Bible and I got to explain to him where to read in the New Testament to discover who Jesus is. I can’t wait
to see what happens as the Holy Spirit amplifies the written word of God in this man’s heart. I have
hundreds of names of men just like this who are involved in reading the Bible and getting serious about
turning their lives over to Christ.
The impact of the ministry is not merely in the
numbers of inmates served. Here are some
personal comments from men that I’ve
interacted with who have encouraged me in
my work as a jail chaplain. A young man who
had struggled with addictions came faithfully
to the Dorm 4 study. He was getting serious
about his faith in Jesus and following Him with
all his heart. He told me, before a court date,
“I’m praying for God's will to be done even if it
means 30 years. ”Sometime the move of God is
not in words. A man in Dorm 4 came to the
study and asked questions about the Rich
Young Ruler in Mark. As we talked about
turning every part of our hearts over to Christ a
tear stared streaming down his cheek.

Recently I was talking to another man who had been
transferred to an area I’d never visited before. As we
talked a young man came up and sat next to me to
listen. This person asked me, “What does it mean to
repent?” During my answer I could see his tears dripping
on the stainless-steel tabletop. “You know my mother
prays for me”, he said. This person has been moved
several times and still I continue to pray for him. Every
time I enter the jail, I recount to God that “I’m going
where I’m not supposed to be, but I’m headed where I’m
called to go.” I ask Jesus to be my Good Shepherd and
guide me to the men I need to see. I seek the working of
the Holy Spirit to tell me what to say in the hour I need
it. When I walk out at the end of a time of ministry, my
heart is filled with gratitude for the kindness of God
which allows me see how He has answered prayers.
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TESTIMONIALS
Thanks for Chaplain Joe @
Cook County
Hi Chaplain Joe.. You have been holding
a Bible study each Friday and I want to
thank you for your effort and willingness
to spend your time in this important
ministry. We are praying this experience
will be a turning point spiritually in our
sons life and that he will walk a new
path serving the Lord. I hope I can meet
you some time. Thanks again!

Life Learning Facilitator @
Westville
"My experience in the life learning class
here at Westville Correctional Facility has
changed my life. It has brought me closer
to the Lord. I have learned to adjust my
day in reading and studying the word of
the Lord Jesus Christ. The instructors Dan,
Ken, Scott and others that take time to
teach us the word. They don't talk at us,
they talk to us. They let the spirit direct
them in the paths that they will guide us.
Being in the life learning program has
taught me that I can say I am a child of
God. Being here, growing in stronger in the
Lord, finally letting go of my flesh and
walking in the spirit has led me to being a
facilitator in the program. I take that as
the Lord has chosen me to be able to
teach as I continue to grow in the Lord.
Anyone that has a chance to become a
member of the Life Learning Program,
should take the opportunity to grow in this
life changing experience. Being found in
Christ after so many years of being lost
has changed my life from bad to the best.
Being incarcerated with Christ on my side
has and will continue to let me grow in his
love."

Donations may be given on our website
@ www.cpoministries.org
or mail to
P.O. BOX 63 SOUTH HOLLAND, IL 60473
708.331.3301

FROM AN INMATE AT
WESTVILLE CORRECTIONAL
FACILITY

LIFE
LEARN
ING
TESTI
MONY

"I would like to apologize for having a rebellious spirit and being
argumentative on some points in class. God did not bring me into this
program to teach or even to correct. He has very clearly revealed to me
that He has put me here to sit both under your teaching and your
authority. At the very least, I should be putting the knowledge that God
has given me to compliment what you are teaching. It doesn't matter if I
feel justified in arguing my views or not. By not being submissive and
receptive of your teaching on those issues and being argumentative, I'm
not being submissive to your authority as my teacher and as the head of
this program. And since your position and authority is delegated by God,
I'm ultimately not being submissive to God. That is a rebellious spirit. And I
sincerely repent. Please forgive me. I am doing this at the leading of his
spirit and out of conviction from what God is revealing to me and dealing
with me on. From now on, I will operate as a receiver instead of a
commentator and when the spirit leads me to contribute, it will be to
support you with verses or in the form of a question for clarity.
Thank you for the sacrifices of your time, finances and physical strength
that it takes for you to come in here so that God can work in the hearts and
minds of people like me through you. I don't think you realize how
important your role is in what God is doing here at Westville and especially
in this program. You see, if it wasn't for your submission to God's authority
and your obedience - there would be no Life Learning. There would not be
this opportunity for me, that God is using to get my attention in so many
ways. I came into the program with a lot of knowledge, but knowledge
can't shape character and knowledge can't give me the life experience I
am gaining in the position of facilitator and what I am learning about
authority.
You see, I've NEVER sat under the authority or been submissive to it. I
wasn't raised in the church and in fact, I was raised with a rebellious spirit.
God is showing me that, in all of this, He is preparing me to sit under the
authority of a Pastor when I get out. Rather than me get all huffy- puffy
and walk out when I don't agree with something or something doesn't go
my way. God knows me all too well! He is also preparing me for my calling.
And in the midst of my collective experiences in this program, my
character is being shaped in ways that excite me and I am getting closer to
God than I've ever been. I've grown a lot as a Christian.
And I've seen a lot of changes worked in other people. Transformations!
Outside of this program here at Westville, I know that some of these
transformations wouldn't have happened without God using more drastic
measures to get their attention. But because of your willingness to hearken
and your obedience, God was able to pull them out of their mess and plant
them here in Life Learning. So thank you, and there are many more than
me that are thankful for all you do in the name of the Lord. "

Follow us on Facebook to stay updated & read more powerful testimonies.

