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MINISTRY REPORT: HONORING ROGER
Corey Buchanan, Executive Director
What a year this has been. The world has been changed due to Covid-19. I’ve had
friends affected and people we have known pass away. And America is once
again being forced to deal with the sins of racism and injustice. Both of these
things have shaken our culture, and rightfully so.

Corey and Roger

For us at CPO, we have been shaken by another event. The passing of my good
friend and co-worker, Roger Hommes. Roger was a man of God, who loved his
bride, who loved his church, First Reformed Church of South Holland, and who
loved CPO.

I met Roger in 2006 at CPO’s vocational school open house. I had the privilege of giving Roger and his wife Arleta a
tour. Roger was called by the Lord to be a missionary. Whether it was his work as a vocational teacher at Chicago
Vocational School or his work as an Executive Director in Annville, Kentucky, where he set up a vocational trade school,
his work as a Director of Habitat for Humanity or the Sunday School classes he taught at First Reformed, Roger was
called by God. He was confident that his work with CPO was a call to mission for him and Arleta. Roger served with
grace, excellence, and lots of love. A few days before his passing, we had a parade drive by his home. There were more
than 50 cars, including many of Roger’s students from CPO and his church family. Roger was unable to get out of the
bed, but he heard the cars blow their horns as a show of love to a man who showed love to so many others.
Roger was the embodiment of what CPO stands for. He was committed to the Gospel of Jesus Christ and he was
committed to loving people. He was a bridge builder, not just for people to know Christ, but also in race relations.
Roger understood that he was working for the Lord. He longed for students to be empowered through education, to
gain a valuable skill in which they could use their hands, and Roger longed for all his students to be connected to a
local Church. We miss Roger already! But we have been inspired by his life. One of his former students that he trained
in welding and later as an instructor is continuing his class. We’ve learned from Roger to stay on mission. And that is
exactly what we have done during this pandemic.
This year, our vocational school celebrates 15 years of training returning citizens and we have continued to provide
training during Covid-19. Our classes have been modified to address social distancing and safety practices. Our staff has
been writing devotionals to men and women who are in prison and we have recruited additional volunteers to help
with our Letters of Hope ministry. Our chaplains have also been producing video Bible studies that are shown in
various correctional institutions. We have started Zoom Bible studies for men who have been released and for men in
our program at Westville prison. We have increased our Angels of Hope family ministry. We are supplying additional
food, counseling from a licensed Christian counselor, case management and spiritual support. Through the pandemic,
we are reaching more people with the Gospel, just in a different way. We’re able to continue our mission of showing
God’s love to offenders and their families because of your generous support and we continue to need your support
to carry out this most important work. Would you consider giving to CPO’s mission?

BASED IN CHICAGO, IMPACTING THE WORLD AROUND US

NOT CHAINED

Dan Swets, Founder and Director of Ministries

“Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my gospel for which I am suffering, even to the point
of being chained like a criminal (or by a stay at home order or a quarantine). But God’s word is not chained.” 2 Timothy 2 :8-10
These last several months have been interesting, to say the least. Frustrating at times for sure, but for us here at CPO also
exhilarating and exciting. Like the Apostle Paul, we know that the word of God is not chained and “woe to (us) if (we) do not preach
the gospel!" (1 Corinthians 9:16 b) So, like many others, we had to think outside of the box and implement new ways to do what God
has called us to do.
For my ministry at the Westville Indiana Prison, I began to write weekly devotionals/Bible studies to
send into the prison to the Life Learning Community there, via the prison chaplain. Since I was
writing them anyway, I also sent them to 23 men who are incarcerated in Illinois who I got to know
while they were in Cook County Jail. At the same time, I was working on arranging virtual Life
Learning classes at Westville. On July 6, I began doing 2-hour virtual classes, four times a week.
At the same time, there are several men throughout the state of Indiana who are out of prison and
have stayed connected with me by phone and text messaging. I had always wanted to get those
men together with me for discipling, but being scattered all over the state of Indiana that wasn’t
possible – or was it? Because of the need to do virtual classes at the prison, I was led to do Zoom
Bible studies with these men that I otherwise wouldn’t have any means to assemble together. We
began 2-hour Bible studies every Saturday via Zoom since May 23. We intend to continue that
indefinitely, the Lord willing. Indeed, God’s word is NOT chained!

Dan's Zoom Bible study

Thank you for your prayers and your support!

WATCH AND PRAY

Joe Carlson, Cook County Jail Chaplain

In March 2020, the COVID-19 Pandemic came to Cook County Jail. Chaplains and religious
volunteers were no longer allowed to enter. But ministry has not stopped and we have had to
“pivot”. Instead of meeting with detainees, I have had to stay in contact with inmates via letters,
socially distanced visits with released men and prayer for the detainees in jail. It has been difficult to
track infection rates at the jail during the pandemic and find information about men from my Bible
studies who have died from coronavirus. Yet there have been glimpses of God’s grace despite COVID
and the unrest in Chicago.

Corey and Joe in prayer

Monday morning, following the first wave of unrest, this text appeared on my phone: “They have torn
the city apart. They’re still looting in my neighborhood.” The message came from Darren, a young
man I knew in Cook County Jail who was out on electronic monitoring and living on the west side of
Chicago. I had kept up with him after his release and was bringing him supplies from CPO’s food
pantry. After his text, I made arrangements to visit his apartment building and drop off some muchneeded supplies later in the week. I had been to his home before, but this time the feel on the

street was different. As I waited for Darren to come down the stairs, I knew I was being watched by people across the street. Darren
was so grateful for the box of canned goods and toilet paper. We talked and prayed, but as I turned to leave, he said, “Love you,
Chap.” In the context of where I was and what was going on in the city, these words left me speechless. It was evidence of God
at work in the heart of a young man facing the uncertainty of a court case, family issues, and a city in chaos.
Over the past months, I have sent out letters to detainees who are serving their sentences downstate. These are men who I had
come to know in my Bible studies at the jail. Here are a few of their responses:
“Chap, when I open your letter, scripture is jumping out at me, I knew I needed to grab my Bible and get ready because I’m about
to go on a long ride. Sure enough.”
“…I’m getting so in tune with God and finally getting to know myself and I’m filled with the joy of the Lord. Thank you for being a
spiritual rock in my life and a brother.”
“The Lord is good. I’m studying with the brothers here. We have Bible studies every day in the morning around 9:30. Pray for us,
we need it.”
This call for prayer is at the heart of our ministry now. Visits and letters are important, but prayer is vital. As of the date of this
report, we still do not have inside access at the Cook County Jail and there is no word of when we will be allowed back in for
ministry. I pray that as we wait in these hard days the seeds of God’s word that were planted by our staff and volunteers will take
deep root and grow. Could it be our greatest ministry now is faithfully praying for the Holy Spirit to produce a harvest that will last
for eternity?
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OUTREACH CAREER CENTER

2020 Carpentry Graduation

In 2005, Chicagoland Prison Outreach laid the groundwork for an exciting new program that would become the
Outreach Career Center, a vocational training school for ex-offenders. What began as a carpentry apprenticeship
test preparation program has grown to a full scale career training center, providing a number of training courses in
various trades, case management services, life skills classes. job placement assistance, mentoring and pastoral care
to hundreds of ex-offenders.
Our first class held a room full of ex-offenders and the focus of the class was the carpentry union apprenticeship test.
Since then, the Outreach Career Center has held classes in welding, carpentry, automotive repair and computer
certification. The goal of this training is always to walk alongside the formerly incarcerated and provide vocational
and spiritual care that will prepare students for the workforce, enable them to be godly citizens, and grow personal
life skills that will lead to a successful home and work life.
In 2020, as we celebrate 15 years of programming in the Roseland neighborhood on Chicago's south side, we praise
God for the hundreds of men and women who have participated in our welding and carpentry classes, and we
celebrate the recent carpentry graduation of 11 men and women!
As we look to continue growing this important piece of our ministry and expand classes and services offered, we ask
for your prayers and for your support! We are hiring new instructors, increasing the case management and job
placement services we offer, and including new counseling and pastoral care services as we grow. Thank you for the
years of support you've given to Chicagoland Prison Outreach and the Outreach Career Center!

JORDAN COLEY
"You are gaining more than you could lose."
Jordan Coley says she was just in the right place at the right time. She had spent
a brief time with Safer Foundation, a non-profit focused on the development of
those with a criminal record when her mother saw a Facebook post advertising
free vocational classes at a school in Roseland. She called the number on the ad
on a Thursday and was brought in for orientation the next Monday. She calls her
time at the school "character building" and appreciated the challenge of honing
in on a new skill, even on the days she "wanted to throw the tools" or had to do
work again and again with instructors who demanded perfection.
That demand for perfection and hearing instructors say "do it again!" proved to be useful in the future, moving both
Coley and other students toward something bigger in their lives. Her skillset and trade knowledge have leveled the
playing field for her in the job force, particularly as a black woman. She mentions that she has "not yet heard a "no",
even as someone who was previously incarcerated." She now works as a maintenance technician and considers it a
privilege to have been a part of the last class taught by Roger Hommes. When asked what she'd most like to share
about her time at the Outreach Career Center, Coley says "from day one, you are gaining more than you could lose."

WALTER HARRIS
"This program... lets you know you have a second chance."
A 2019 graduate of the Outreach Career Center's welding program, Walter
Harris first heard of CPO through a counselor at his daughter's school.
Before attending the welding classes, Harris ran a small lawn care service,
but needed something more consistent and challenging for himself.
Participating in the 16-week welding program, Harris had hands-on
experience, learning welding skills as well as improving his soft skills, from
math courses to resume building.
Since his graduation in August of 2019, Harris has found steady work in
welding and is currently working second shift. He mentions that his life
was changed because of the program he attended and the instructors and leaders he was led by. The Outreach
Career Center gave him a new perspective on life; from daily Bible studies held during classes, to the hands-on
learning style he was given and the consistency of both the instructors and the students in the class, Harris is
thankful for the positive energy shared with him and the second chance he was given. He says that all you have to
be is "willing to sit down and take what's given to you" and "all it will cost you is your time."

HENRY BLACK
"Set goals that you can attain."
Henry Black had set a goal for himself while incarcerated to redirect his career after
he was released. He knew he enjoyed working with his hands and was ready to set
his life straight when his sister saw an advertisement for the Outreach Career
Center's vocational programs. After a quick call for more information and a
placement test in math, Henry began classes with CPO and graduated in November
of 2018.
He says of his time in the welding program: "This group became a family. Everyone was very involved and really cared
about what each student needed to accomplish." From food assistance for students and their families to help with
transportation, the small things that the instructors and staff did for everyone let students know how much they
cared and wanted them to succeed.
Henry set a number of new goals for himself following his graduation from the Outreach Career Center. He is now
working at Chicago Heights Steel, he completed his parole, he purchased a car and a home and is engaged to be
married. He feels that he succeeded in completing the welding classes and in achieving these goals by "motivating
himself to make those things a priority."

TO MAKE A DONATION OR GIVE A
RECURRING GIFT, VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT

WWW.CPOMINISTRIES.ORG
Your contributions to CPO will help us continue to teach the gospel, make disciples,
care for families and empower through education.
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